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ROTARY CLUB L’ALFÀS DEL PI INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER 01 MAY 2022 

Dear Rotarians and Families! 

This has been a strange year, but not as strange as the last.  This year we have been trying to 

find our way back to a sense of routine, where we can nourish ourselves and our families and 

settle back down into a sense of normality.  

Despite the physical distances between us, we have managed to hold on to our friendships and 

that which unites us as a group, our wish to help others less fortunate than ourselves. Our club 

has continued to do its best in the face of adversity, and in case some of you weren’t aware of 

what we as a group have achieved, I thought it a good idea to create a newsletter. My hopes for 

this newsletter are that you will be proud of our Club, and inspired to step up, and between us, 

take our Club to the next level. 

 

Year 2021-2022 

Our year started off at the end of June last year 

with our Change of Collars.  It was a successful 

event with 30 people, including representatives 

from the Town Hall and Benidorm Club. 

 

After a break in August, we began our meetings 

again on zoom. Zoom proved to be a little 

difficult as the internet connections were not 

always the best, and for some it was difficult to 

hear. However, despite those difficulties, it was good to see faces from abroad that we hadn´t 

seen in so many months. 
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In September we were given a 

room in the Norwegian Club in 

Alfaz del Pí in which to hold our 

meetings in person. We had 

mixed meetings, zoom and 

presential, however, yet again 

the internet connection proved 

difficult, and the zoom part was 

wound down and by March had 

stopped altogether. 

 

In December the covid rules changed in Spain, which meant we could no longer meet in the 

Norwegian Club.  Therefore, we changed our meeting place to YouBar. Our Treasurer, Luis 

Reviriego and his wife Angie made us most welcome, and for a while we met there for breakfast. 

 

In January it became obvious that the meeting time that used to work for club members pre 

pandemic was no longer working, so a short poll was carried out to see when the best time was 

to meet.  After a long debate, it was decided that Thursdays at 19:30 to meet up, sit down for 

the meeting at 20:00 and finish the meeting and share a nice dinner together at 20:30 was the 

best for the majority. So, there it was, You Bar closed in the evenings, so we transferred to our 

other member’s restaurant, Gerardo Camacho’s El Corral, also in Albir.  

This proved to be very successful. We can have our own area within the restaurant, and so far, 

it has been very good whilst the restaurant is quiet. A big thank you to Luis and Gerardo for their 

hospitality. 

 

In February this year, Europe was shocked and saddened by 

the war in Ukraine.  As an international club we all have 

friends of different nationalities and recognise that there are 

no winners in such an act.  After a lot of confusion about how 

we could help, in March we decided to have six money boxes 

made and handed them out to various businesses within our 

club.  It was then decided that it would be better to sell 

something for the donation, and pins with the sunflower logo 

were made.  These finally arrived in April and were handed out 

at a club meeting.  If you haven´t received your quota, please 

come to the next meeting, or ask someone to get them to you. 

All proceeds will be sent to the Ukrainian Rotary clubs so that 

they may use the money as they see fit in the re-build or food, 

resources, etc. 
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In September World Paella Day was held in Alfaz del Pí for the 3rd edition and Jan Krol attended 

the master class put on by the Town Hall. Elisabeth Marandi was also involved in the event, 

representing the Town Hall in this instance! Congratulations for such an interesting event. Jan 

said that his contribution was drinking, eating, and talking – very important for a Rotarian!! 

Jan Krol attended the monthly meetings with the Residents department of the Town Hall 

throughout his time in Spain.  Thank you, Jan, for representing Rotary at those meetings. 

 

Golf Tournament 

For the second year, Rotary Club International L’Alfàs del Pi, along with the Club Internacional 

de Golf L’ Alfàs-Albir, organised a charity golf tournament on 14th November 2021. This was 

held at the Golf Club Paco Saval del Albir. Congratulations to Mario Gonzalez for pulling off such 

a wonderfully organised event. 

Yet again, the tournament was a huge success, with good ambience and good golf. 

Our Club is very proud to be able to give the monies raised to our Rotary Community Corps 

Association Ayuda Exprés, España, formed by our Rotary club and the local association Corazón 

Exprés, who in turn were able to provide for many families affected by the pandemic with our 

donation. Many products were bought for them, including food, toiletries, and other goods.  

 

Rotary Community Corps (RCC) 

Back in May, Past President Mario Gonzalez 

set up our own Rotary Community Corps (RCC) 

with the local association Corazón Exprés and 

their President, Maleni. The Corps is called: 

Ayuda Exprés, España. We are one of the very 

few in the whole of Spain that have achieved 

this, therefore this is something that District 

looked upon us as leaders with this project. 
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What is a Rotary Community Corps (RCC) 

An RCC is a group of non-Rotarians who share our commitment to changing the world through 

service projects. 

RCC members plan and carry out projects in their communities and support local Rotary club 

projects. Sponsored by a Rotary club, an RCC leverages Rotary’s network, brand, and mentorship 

by partnering with clubs to plan and implement service projects. RCCs increase Rotary’s impact 

and expand its reach by bringing the knowledge and talents of local people to strengthen their 

community through sustainable projects. 

There are more than 11,000 corps in 105 countries and 257 districts. RCCs are active everywhere 

Rotary is present: in urban and rural areas, and in both developed and developing countries. 

Read more about RCC trends worldwide on myrotary.org in the annual Rotary Community Corps 

report. 

 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

We held our first Annual General Meeting in December. Although many were still unable to 

return to Spain and others were working, most of the club was able to be there via our zoom 

call. The main thing to be discussed and voted upon was the President elect for 2022-2023. The 

vote was unanimous from those present, and those proxy votes given to other members to put 

forward. Therefore, Sharon Nilsson will be President again for another year.  This is not unusual 

in clubs; however, the idea is for the “wheel to turn”, meaning that every member should have 

a turn at being on the Board and being President. In Spain, our district meetings are all held in 

Spanish, so it would have to be someone who speaks Spanish and who is able to communicate 

and go to the meetings. This is a subject that still needs to be discussed and voted upon in a 

extraordinary general meeting, the date of which has yet to be decided. I urge all of you to 

attend these meetings to have your opinion heard and leave your vote. 

 

Governor´s visit 

On 16th November 2021 we were honoured by the visit of the Governor Francisco Javier Ygarza 

Fernandez, his Assistant Arturo Ordovas, and the Past Governor 

Arturo Alargón. 

 

We exchanged ideas and told the Governor what we had been doing. 

The Governor was very impressed with our club for being one of the 

https://my.rotary.org/en/document/rotary-community-corps-survey-results
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/rotary-community-corps-survey-results
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most active clubs in his district.  He was also very impressed with our creating the Community 

Corps group, I believe he said that there are only 3 in the whole district!  

After coffee he presented our newest member Jan Krol with his membership pin. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past Governor Arturo Alargón wanted to be at our meeting expressly to present us with a 

plaque, which we earned during his presidency, but due to the pandemic was unable to present 

to us.  The plaque was in recognition of the excellent running of the Club, reaching the objectives 

set out and the Rotary International Mention with Presidential distinction in the category of 

Platinum.   

This is the highest honour given out by the President to the district clubs. We received it for the 

2019-2020 year. So, a big congratulations to our Past President Egidio Toce and his board during 
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that year. Our Governor invited us to think of a big project that we would like to do as he will 

give us financial backing, so thinking caps on everyone! 

 

Tango Mania 

Wow, how wonderful it felt to have our concerts back again! After 18 months of not being 

allowed to put on public events, we were finally allowed to put on our November concert. On 

27th November Rotary Club L’Alfàs del Pi International hit it off big with our benefit concert 

starring our very own concert pianist and international judge AND our Past President and 

Present Secretary István Székely on piano and his very dear friend and colleague Pál Zsiga from 

Hungary on violin. 

The event was a huge success, with wonderful music and a loving ambience, however the 

weather was rubbish, and amidst continuing fears for covid and the use of masks, attendance 

was poor. 

 

 

Christmas Lunch 

Christmas lunch was held after our AGM at Past President Egidio Toce´s Restaurante Bussola.  

We had a lovely time, with some staying on afterwards to chat further. 

 

Flamenco Romances y Baladas 

Another wonderful concert organised by Past President István Székely. On 28th February 2022 

Rotary Club Internacional L’Alfàs del Pi International put on a Flamenco concert in aid of local 

charity and Rotary Community Corps association Ayuda Exprés to raise money for those affected 
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by the Pandemic. The Spanish Singer from Alicante, Rocío Montoya, and her musicians Esteban 

Dávila and Elías Madrigal provided the musical entertainment, which managed to raise 1.150€ 

for local families. 

This time the weather and the covid numbers were in our favour and we were able to raise over 

1.000€ to donate to our Corazón Ayuda España. 

 

Alfaz del Pi Town Hall acknowledges Rotary Club L’Alfàs del Pí International 

In their December meeting where all Association members were invited from all associations in 

Alfaz del Pí, the Town Hall acknowledged the work that our Rotary club does for the local 

community and included us in their network of associations, volunteers, and NGO’s. As a club 

we can feel very proud of ourselves on this achievement. 
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Guest Speaker 

Isabel Cervelló came to visit us on 24th March. She is responsible at District level for Rotarian 

community corps and Rotarian action groups. She was very impressed that we had already 

created a community corps!  She and her husband gave us a very good presentation, despite not 

having a projector! A good time was had by all who attended. It was a very successful evening. 

 

 Club Representation and Flag Exchanges 

Monica Macasoli and Caroline Bjälstam visited the new Rotary 

Club La Galería de la Mirada, in Orihuela Costa and celebrated 

their inaugural gala with them this April. 

Rosa Cortés has also been busy visiting clubs in the city of Lyon, 

notably Lyon Nord and Parc de Lyon. 

If you would like to visit a club during your next holiday away or 

in your hometown, please take a flag with you so that you can 

exchange with them.  This foments relationships and 

opportunities between Rotarians, and let´s face it, it´s a bit of 

fun too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Franz Liszt Music competition 

Every year the Franz Liszt Center for Special Talents puts on a piano competition, which is a very 

popular event and people worldwide enter the competition in the hopes of winning.  This year´s 

winner is Haowen Gao. At only 15 years old, he is one of the greatest stars of his generation in 

the musical world. His prize is sponsored by the Rotary Club L’Alfàs del Pi International, which 

includes a scholarship of 350€ and a concert in Belgrade which is sponsored by the Franz Liszt 

Center Piano Competition. The Artistic director of the Competition is none other than our very 
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own István I. Székely, concert pianist, Past President, and 

Secretary of our Club. Our club was seen over 100,000 times on 

social media, which is a fantastic way to promote ourselves. 

 

Meetings with Residents at the Town Hall 

Monthly are held by the Residents’ associations and Pangea 

department of the Town Hall.  Led by Martine Mertens and her 

assistant Bernd Goldschmidt, all associations of all nationalities 

are invited to attend to find out about the town´s agenda for 

the month and that of the associations. For most of the year Jan 

Krol is our representative at these meetings. Jan gives us monthly news from these meetings, 

keeping us up to date with the latest. A big thank you to Jan. 

 

Future Projects 

On 18th June we have our Change of Collars.  I hope you will all be able to make it.  Details of the 

event will be sent out as soon as we can arrange it all. 

 

On 25th June we will have our Albir Beach Clean.  This event was first started in 2018 and was a 

huge success.  It was repeated in 2019, then of course, we have had a lull in events.  We would 

like to make this all about the community and we have partnered with the L’Alfàs Town Hall and 

with We Love Albir. I would love it if you were all there supporting us and helping us with the 

clean.  There won´t be much organization to deal with, as the Town Hall have been very generous 

and will be supplying us with fruit and water, bin bags and guides for the three coves that we 

will clean.  These are: Cala del Amerador, Cala del Metge and Cala de La Mina. They have 

different levels of Access, and the Town Hall guides will divide people into those categories. 

You´ll need a good pair of shoes with good grip, a hat, sunglasses and somewhere to keep your 

water. And a heap of enthusiasm to help clean! 
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Sundries 

As always when running a club or organization, there are the sundries that need to be bought.  

This year we have replaced our photocall with two new ones, using the artwork from Rotary. 

We have used them at the concerts and will use them again for the Beach Clean. 

A new rollup was also made and has also been used. 

New flag poles will need to be bought in the autumn. 

 

Website 

Our website has been updated and will continue to receive updates. I would like to put a link on 

our website to all the businesses that our members have. This will make the website more 

dynamic and seen by more people, as those business websites will also put a link on their site, 

leading their clients back to the rotary website. Please give your website details to our Secretary 

István. 

 

Next Year 2022-2023 

As well as repeating our existing fundraisers, Kari Ouren and I had an idea to do a walk for charity 

between famous landmarks in our area.  This was an idea that we had this spring, but due to 

time constraints, we had had to put it to next spring. 

 

New Board 

In June 2023 we will be changing collars once more. The yearly change of board members is 

often referred to as the wheel turns once again. Sometimes the same board repeats, however 

this is an exception to the rule.  I sincerely hope that some of you will spend this coming year 

working towards becoming part of the board and eventually “turn our wheel” by stepping up to 

become President. You will be helped all the way by our Past Presidents, Secretaries and other 

board members. Remember that once a wheel gains motion, there is very little effort needed to 

keep it in motion, meaning that as time goes by there will be less pressure on you to turn that 

wheel. 

 

A wheel has been the symbol of Rotary since our earliest 

days. The first design was made (1905) by Chicago 

Rotarian Montague Bear, an engraver who drew a 

simple wagon wheel, with a few lines to show dust and 

motion. The wheel was said to illustrate "Civilization, 

Movement and Service work in action." Most of the 

early clubs had some form of wagon wheel on their 

publications and letterheads. 
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In 1922, it was decided that all Rotary clubs should adopt a single design as the exclusive emblem 

of Rotarians. So, the present gear wheel, with 24 teeth and six spokes was adopted by the 

"Rotary International Association." The gear teeth around the outside represent the fact that 

work is to be done. The six spokes represent the inner direction and path of our Vocational 

Service, through the representation of our membership via the classification system. Similarly, 

these same spokes represent an outward distribution path of Rotary's ideals of service and the 

Four Way Test… going out toward the community, vocations, and businesses that our members 

represent. 

  

A group of engineers advised that the geared wheel was mechanically unsound and would not 

work without a "keyway" in the centre of the gear to attach it to a power shaft. So, in 1923 the 

keyway was added to signify the wheel was a "worker and not an idler". The keyway in the centre 

of the hub is of great significance because it represents the individual Rotarian member, who is 

the key factor in every club. Quality members are the keys, needed for the hub to engage with 

the shaft and turn, putting the energy into motion and creating the power for the gears to do 

their work. 

  

At the 1929 Rotary International Convention, it was determined that blue and gold would be the 

official colours of the organization, so the wheel was designed with these colours. The four blue 

bands within the outer radius of the gear represent our four avenues of service. And the design 

which we now know was formally adopted as the official Rotary International emblem. 

   

The Rotary wheel is also referred to as "The Mark of Excellence". 

Remember, we are that mark of excellence in our community, and I am very grateful for each 

and every one of you for making that so in our club and our community. Our small club has been 

able to make a donation of nearly 4.500€ to our community, something that we can all be very 

proud of. Each one of us has a part to play, no matter how big or small. Thank you for being a 

part of our small club that makes a huge difference to peoples’ lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Sharon E. Nilsson 

President 2021-2022 
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